— — . xz eine. r 2 Br — P ·Ümꝛ uu... ew oo 
— — — — — - — — —— as we"? 


"= = "* = 1 — < 


— 
— 
— — 


— 


— = Ma 


2 
— — 
— —— 
— 
* 


* 


. 
+ 


„son, Books 
4 


Head, near 
e. 
XVIII. 


M pcc 


1 


L IN 


* 


* 


Offered to the 
Gay 
in 


treet 


Ef + 


for PETER Wi 


at 
Str 


— 


Humbly 


rinted 
eller, 


\ 


P 


LL» 
4 * 
1 
* 
* * 
9 
0 ; 
4. 
4 
* * * 
— 
- * 
* „ 
* 
* 
SY 
- 
* 
* 
— 
— 4 g 
3 
= 4 
1 
* 
* 


mY 
4 - 
* 
* * 
* 
* 
« * 
* 
* 
* 
wad 
0 . 
es 


x 


- + - 


. 


PAS coo > : 
8 3 — * - 


A 5 © 
- — — 69 — bins 2 8 — — — —— — = — 
= — 7 1 — — - _- -— — —— 2 — * IC" 
N . : e J S A — — — 
= = = — = — ——— — — 
SLE | 7 Oe ——— — — —̃ 
< 2 — - * 8 224 i < 3 * 
= 3 < . 1 => 2 — 2 9 — — — 
— uIWwwWw — = PR EEC TET — 


2 
CG i 4” 4 * 4 


PnOPOSAL Os 


. 


＋ I s a Truth too well known, 1 b 5 
lie, to need ahy Proof that 

Errors have in — 

"Age "ne with a univerlal Reception. 

To unter thetefort either a certainty or fits 

neſs of Things from | a general Practice or 

Tae, is In 1 s to fandtify the 170 | 


but Aimee Pons carry th rect 5 1 
LED alon 0s with them; but Wers 
ſuch are f hope my dear Coungry- | 
men will readily diveſt theniſelves of all un- 


reaſonable Prepoſſeſſions, and hearken to thi 
yojce- of Truth, Wi never ſs oppo 
2 tg 


n ie ant eſtabliſhed Notions „ 
the World. 1 F | 


4 A Made ff Propoſal, er 


; 


80 uch th ad pape 5 See 2 


the Propoſal T have to make may . 


bly meet with ſome Oppoſition from Peo- 
ple of mean contracted Views ; but 1 here 
declare, I am above regarding any Adver- 
faries, whoſe Hearts are aQtuated by little 
ſordid Motives. 


„760 proceed therefore, to the Sie 
Matter, in order to which, permit me, 
gentle Reader, by way of Text to my 
following Diſcourſe, to lay down c 
ſingle Propoſition, vis. F 


That the Wille n Sen 
2 b the Vulgar called Speaking) is a moſt 
* pernicious Cuſtom, productive of. innu- 


* merable Evils, and conducive in no ſort 


© to the Welfare and Happineſs of Man- 
© kind, and of conſequence that it ought 
© to be utterly aboliſhed from amongſt us, 
by enjoining all People for the future 
© to be abſolutely dumb. | 


I can't indeed but acknowledge, "heb 
very eminent Man, (Mr, Lock T mean) 
Ecms to COUNteNance a _ Orne. 


4 Ih Ryo oO K. 5 
put this will only prove that the greateſt 
Genius 5 are, not totally exempt from Im- 
perfection and Error. As well as I re- 
member he expreſſes himſelf in 151 le. 
ing Manner. | > 11200 
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Language, ſays ks was defiunad as. 
„the Int 3 and common Ty i of So- 
« ciety. Man therefore had by Nas his 
« Organs ſo faſhioned as to be fit. to frame 

« axticulate Sounds, which we call Words; 
% and which Sounds it was neceſſary he 
< ſhould be able to uſe as ſigns of inter- 
* nal Conceptions, and to make them 
e ſtand as Marks for the Ideas within 
« his own Mind, whereby they might 
t be made known to others, and the 
1 Thoughts and Meanings of Men's Minds 
e be conveyed from one to another, 
«« Words therefore in their primary Sig, 
* nification and Uſe ſtand for nothing 
se but the Ideas in the Mind of him that 
<* ſes them. When a, Man ſpeaks to 
another it is that he may be underſtood, 
& and the end of Speech, is, that thoſe 
« Sounds as Marks may make known his 
W Ideas to the Fearer. 3 


80 888 for that pena 99 
| pup (for ſo I muſt call, it) ſince 50 


, beg 


1 


p 3 Mad: 


beg leave to ſay) there are not the leaſt 
— to be found amon — us, that Lan. 

e produces the E he ſpeaks- of, 
Sd aber the! Thotchte — 


Men's Minds are 2 8 Words from 
one to another. | 


#* 
* , 1:3 27 


1 am very a aware A the Difficaltic 
1 lie under in encountring a Cuſtom grown 
venerable and ſanctified as it were by. 


long Courſe of Time. That Mankin 
have been a great while accuſtomed to 
ſpeaking is' moſt certainly true, but that 
the youths for that Roaſon to perſevere in 
à bad Practice is by no means a juſt Conſe» 
quence. If being once in an ror" is 
good Argument for continuing in it, al 
Reformations are wrong, and inſtead of 2 


Proteſtant ' Church, Popery of Pa 10 
ought to de cſtabliſhed amongſt us. 2 4a 


The pets uſe of Speech, is "the 
the Thoughts: and Meanings of. Men's 
Minds may by. their Words be conveyed 
from one to another! I aſk,” how this 


End has been anſwered? And whether 


Language is not rather the common In- 


ſtrument of all manner of Deceit and 
1 Circumvention? What Arguments then 


ons be brought in Defence of à Pradtice | 


attended 


9 * 


8 


it, l Mall conſider with the 


1 on — na 


" Mut Prin zee. 2 
« _tehded- with the moſt fatal Milchiefs ? 
I never heard of but one that ſeemed to 
carry any ſort of Playſibility along with 


Temper —— an im wick quirer 


i HR 


is Ph yſician who has wrots 
Excellence of Exer- 
ciſe for the Preſervation of Health, at-+ 
tempts to ſhew the Power. of the 'Ex+ 


erciſe of the Voice on the principal Or- 


gans of the Body, N chat fre- 


quent ſpeaking is ſo proper to ſupply 
other bodily Exerciſes, that perhaps it 


would not be a meer | Jeſt to ſay, that if 


Women don't want ſo much Exerciſe as 


_ "4s | daa they « are more N 


1 am ung w ge this Hal its full 
Weight, and ſu * what is here taken 
for granted, viz. That 745 is a whole- 
ſome Exerciſe. I will ittle further, 
and allow, that the Health as well of our 
ſelves as our Fellow - oreatures, is, or ought 
to be a principal Conſideration in all hu» 
man Retults and Determinations, but af- 
ter theſe i Conceflions, how will it follow 
a in any bort neceſſitated to 

ö tollerats 
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3 Fevers, the Symptom which de- 


8 A Mideft Propifal, tee: 


heve the moſt ſanguine Advocates for Prat- 
lng . will -not have Boldneſs enough to 
pretend. Have we not a thouſand inno- 
cent falubrious Exerciſes amongſt us? and 


why muſt we then have Recourſe to any 


hable to the minuteſt Objection ? eſpeci- 
ally to one that is noxious in ſo many Par- 
ticulars; for though I have here ſuppoſed 
that Talking is a wholeſome Exerciſe, I 


think the contrary may be voy iy dex 
monſtrated. 


' — 


i $ certain cid Women * not want 0 
much Exerciſe as Men, but that is not 
owing to their being more talkative, but 
to their great Temperance and Moderation 
in Eating and Drinking, and I appeal to 
all the married Men of Great Britain 
whether their Wives are ever more 1G 
poſed, or in a worſe Condition both of Body 
and Mind, than when they talk moſt. 1 
have known a Fit of Talking immedlately 
inflame the whole maſs of Blood of the 
moſt eminent Beauty in this Town, inſo- 
much that for many Days together he was 
pot able to ſhew her. Face. And © we all 


notes 


tollerate the Exerciſe of Talking, ufleſs 
the Health of Mankind can by no other 
means be properly ſupported, which I be- 


I 1 mene, 


e 


Aude Prop 

notes the extreameſt Danger 

Raving or Talking much, Ne ich Res- 
ſon the moſt ſkilful Phyſicians always di- 
rect the Patient to be kept as quiet as 
poſſible. The Britiſb Ladies were never 
10 remarkable for robuſt Conſtitutions 
as in the Neign of the glorious Queen 
Elizabeth; and yet the Maxim in thoſz 
Days was, that how ſhou'dbe-ſeen, at not 
heard.. In hort, there is ſomething ſo bane- 
ful and malignant in the very Nature uf 
Speech, that 1 Word has been often 
known to throw a whole Family into a 
taging [Diſarder, and Solomon gives talking 
no other Encomium, than that of a Fool d 
being known by a multitude of Words. It 
is (likewiſe recorded of one of the moſt 
learned of antient \Philoſophers, - that he 
taught his Pupils to be dumb for ſeven 
Years, and if to be dumb ſeven Years was 
a good Thing, ae to be mw dab 
manch: better. 8 br 


1 ſhall n — the. Cai, 
veniencies that would naturally accrue to 
the Publick, from the aboliſhing of Speech, 5 
or in other Words, erin 7 ocaling ; 
0 Talks 2 N 
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10 1 Modeft Propoſal; \8&c. © 
In the firſt Place then, I ſubmit it, 
Albert it would not be a probable means 
of uniting that numerous and wealthy 
dect of People called Quakers ta the efta» 
bliſhed Church of England. Our free and 
volatile way of Speaking (which is quite 
inconſiſtent with the prudent and em- 
phatical manner that prevails amongſt them) 
we all know to be one of their principal 
Objections againſt us. They are frugal of 
their Speech, and therein do they exceed 
us in Wiſdom.. A Church of England: 
man utters ten times as many Words in a 
Minute as a Quaker, and there is therefore 
ten times the Chance againſt him, of his 
ſaying more fooliſh Things, but by totally 
aboliſhing the Practice of talking, this Ob- 
jection = us muſt neceſſarily fall to the 
B Ground. We ſhall neither be in danger of 
ſaying fooliſh Things, nor of giving Offence 
to wiſe Men who. are obliged" to hear us, 
and by making this Step to a 8 who 
Lin but = may come the reſt of the 
Way, which would certainly. be a gfeat 
Rreogthaning to the Proteſtant Intereſt, 


It is likewiſe worthy of Conſideration 
how many fine Gentlemen's Lives would be 
annually ſaved, by putting it out of their 
Power to give cach other the Lie, which 

nothing 


A Maden Propoſal, &c. 11 
nothing but being dumb can ever effectually 
U oft. xls Fa es 


ITS dns £71313. £363 * FT my 

The Tongue is the Conduit of Defama- 
tion, the poiſoned Pipe through which the 
malicious convey their devouring Scandal! 
Let it therefore be cloſed up with an eter- 
nal 2 Fury, Detraction 
may no longer uſurp an Empire over us. 
What | — 3 ſuffer in 
their Merriment? Surely, the Ladies of 
Great Britain (Who are of a lively ingeni- 
ous Nature) can't long be at a Loſs for 
ſome Entertainment more honourable, plea- 
ſing, and innocent, than that of abuſing 
their Neighbours and beſt Friends. What 
a Comfort will it likewiſe be to every ſo- 
ber Man to be able to walk through all 
Parts of this great City, not excepting 
even the Hundreds of Drury, or the Pa- 
rade at Whitehall, and never to have his 
Oaths or Curſes, that now make up ſo con- 
ſiderable a Part of even the politeſt Con» 

verſations. „ͤ¶ͤĩ ‚w. 


And to this Advantage may be added, that 
of avoiding the unſavoury Morning Salutes 
of drunken Sots, and rotten Men of Gal- 
lantry, who by Growing an infectious Breath 
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12 A'Modeft Fropeſal, Ge. 
in your Face, are always ſure to depri 


you of that Health, which their il-tumed 
good Breeding makes mn en Jane 4 after. 


A Law for cutting out the Tongues of all 
Stock-jobbers, has been often mentioned as 
a molt equitable and rational Expedient to 
free the- Nation from the Evils attending 
their Practices, and indeed 1 believe it can't 
be denied, that nothing but the deſtroying 


the means of propagating falſe Rumours | 


can ever effectually ſecure us from the exe · 


crable Devices of Gap ſet of Men. How- 


ever ſince a general Prohibition of Speech 
cannot fail of anſwering all the fame 
Purpoſes, and of obviating all the Miſchiefs 
complained of, and as it has ever been a 


Maxim amongſt the wiſeſt Legiſlatures to 


have the Prevention of Crimes in their Con- 5 


templation; rather than ithe Puniſhment 3 
I apprehend the eaſieſt Method (which is 


| - doubtleſs the moſt agreeable to Nature) 


ought without any fort of Hefitation to be 
preferred by Us, n eat“ 


The number of innocent young Creatures 
daily ſeduced into Infamy and Ruin by the 
ſmooth beguiling Tongues of perjured De-- 
bauchees, is an Evil that (to the great Con- 


ſolation of all who have ; Daygutors t to diſ- 


poſe 


- uu Jo, bay «a 8 Bras Aa... anon — 


of Speech. 


Many Schemes have from time to time 
. recommended to the Publick for the 
diſcharging the heavy Debt under which the 
Nation at 
key, that à Law to make People dumb 
would prove the moſt adequate to that ne 
ble Deſign, of any Method that has yet 
been hit upon. We all know, or at leaſt 
1 of the immenſe Surns daily ex- 


holding their Tongues, inſomuch chat ie 
is become a kind of M | Proverb, 
when any Perſon talks louder than ordma- 
ry, to ſay, that that Man wants to have his 
Mouth opp d; but by 

a general — all this Money would be 
ſaved to 8 Exchequer, which in a few 
Vears would go agreat way in lightening the 
national Debt, and getting rid at leatt of 


ſuch Taxes as bear hardeſt on the os: 


Commodities of am. 


How glorious wouldit be? Toſce Princes 


be longer expoſed to the Blandiſhments 
— nor fi to the envious 


that 


A dz Propoſal, &c. 13 
ole dH) we ſhould likewiſe be ſure of ſees 
immediately remedied by a Prohibition 


preſent groans, but I beg leave ts 


nded by great M to pay People. for 


paſſing an Act for _ 


as 


— of infidious Paraſides ! Oh! For 
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14 A Iſodeſt Propoſal, &. 


that happy Hour! But alas ! That happy. 


Hour. we can have no-hopes of ſeeing, till 
all Mankind arc dumb, 48 : | 0 


ay Tt . would moſt certainly fave a vaſt 


deal of Time and Trouble, to have 
every thing acted in Silence, and whe- 
ther this Method (had it been inſtituted 
ſome time agoe) would not have done Ho- 
nour to the greateſt part, as well of our fo- 
reign as domeſtick Tranſactions, during a 
certain M, the Gentlemen who have 
had the Management of them, will be plea- 
ed, I hope, to take into their moſt ſerioug 
What a happy tranquil Life would that 
of a Prime M——'s be, provided he was 
not liable to the faucy Jeſts and Sarcaſms 
of unruly little People] Now-a-days there 
is no going any where but what you are 
immediately ſurrounded by a Tribe of im- 
pertinent Coxcombs, who are making freo 
with their Betters, and turning the grave 
Meaſures of our greateſt n into Ri- 
dicule and Contempt. Such Inſults are in- 
tolerable, and ought not be offered to il- 
luſtrious C——rs; but that no worthy Men 


hereafter may be diſcouraged by the mali- 


cious Tongues of ſcurvy Fellows out of 


— — - 


A Madeſt Propoſal, &c. wy 


P-——e, I conceive ſame Expedient ought 
to be thought of, and I do not apprehend 4 
more pregnant and effectual one can poſs 
ſibly be deviſe, than an abſolute Prohibition 
of Speech. 0 Fon i N 3 22 ry. 


Many and great are the Advantages hey 


ſides thoſe already mentioned, that weuld 


neceſſarily redound to Society from the 'Tay 
citurnity of Mankind; to enumerate them 
all, would take up more Time, and fill 
more Paper, than I at preſent can well 
ſpare, the Reader's own Obſervatian will 
fave me that Labour and Expence. I ſhall 
therefore add but one more, which I con- 


ceive in itſelf to be ſufficient to obviate 


ev ſſible Objection againſt the Regula - 
4 propoſed. I by then, that if 
Speaking was totally laid aſide, we ſhould 
no longer have Recourſe to the Words, but 
to the Actions of Mankind, to know how 
far any Perſon might with ſafety be depend- 
ed on. Punchinello il Patriota Furigſo is 
a recent Example how little Confidence we 
ſnould put in the Expreſſions of others; for 
twice ten rolling Years that Tongue of his be- 


lied his Heart in every Word it ſpoke, and 


therefore as the Actions of Men are the only 
true Criterion to diſtinguiſh them by, I ſhall, 
upon the whole, moſt humbly ſubmit it to the 
8 Wiſdom 
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xe of 200% Rn 
Wiſtom of the 4 nr herber l 
Evils 5 ble 3 of 
Talking, ong prevailed amatigſt 
us, do not loudly'cry- out far Redrefs? and 
| whether it be not expedient to paſs A Law 
either totally to aboliſh all manner of In- 
tetcoutſe by articulate Sue or ell to 
male it High- Treaſom for any Perſon 
whatſoever to believe ———— ſays t6 
; Sut- as the latter may be ſubject to 

Cuvils, I. think the firſt Method the moſt 
Ane the Advaptages being apparent; and 
it being liable 4b no manner of T 05 10 
that can ſurelg have dhe leaſt e eight with 
2 'Raſbnable TH PIO 32207 DEE WIOLTY 
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